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Morning Prayer: Rite Two 

Opening Hymn H473  “Lift High The Cross.” 

 

Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

1 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. 

(Refrain) 

2 Each newborn servant of the Crucified 

Bears on the brow the seal of Him who died. 

(Refrain) 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw the world to Thee. 

(Refrain) 

4  So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory. (Refrain) 

 

Opening Sentences   BCP p 78 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

him.  Habakkuk 2:20 
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The following Confession of Sin is said; 

Confession of Sin    BCP p 79 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of  

Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to  

hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf  

of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our  

salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and  

mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with  

penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may  

obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Officiant alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Invitatory and Psalter   All stand 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the  Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Leader: Alleluia! Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 

Come let us adore him. 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 (We will read it responsively by half-

verse, breaking at the asterisk.*) 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  

    and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

    and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God,  

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the  Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

 
A Reading from The Book of Exodus 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest 

of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to 

Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 

blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn 

aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned 

up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called 

to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, 

for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said 

further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was 

afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I have observed the 

misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 

account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I 

have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring 

them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry 

of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 

Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to 

bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to 

God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites 

out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the 

sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But 

Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 

God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What 

is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am 

who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I 

am has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall 

First Lesson                  Exodus  3:1-15 
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say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm this morning is Psalm 105. We will read it responsively by half-

verse, breaking at the asterisk. 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

let Israel now say; 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

Psalm                                               Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 

 

 

 

 

Judica me, Deus 

1 Give judgment for me, O God, 

and defend my cause against an ungodly 

people; * 

deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked. 

2 For you are the God of my strength; 

why have you put me from you? * 

and why do I go so heavily while the enemy 

oppresses me? 

3 Send out your light and your truth, that they may 

lead me, * 

and bring me to your holy hill 

and to your dwelling; 

4 That I may go to the altar of God, 

to the God of my joy and gladness; * 

and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O 

God my God. 

5 Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * 

and why are you so disquieted within me? 

6 Put your trust in God; * 
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Glory to the  Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.* 

    As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 

showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 

strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate 

with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight 

of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 

with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 

says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 

are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 

heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn H594 “God Of Grace And God Of Glory” 

1  God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient Church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

The Epistle                                        Romans 12:9-21 
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for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

2  Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise: 

grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

3  Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

4  Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for 

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it 

profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 

what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is 

to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are 

some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son 

of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord 

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Reflections from the Gospel by the Congregation 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel                            Matthew 16:21-28 
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The Apostles' Creed 
 

Officiant and People together, all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

        and born of the Virgin Mary.  

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

        was crucified, died, and was buried.  

    He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again.  

    He ascended into heaven,  

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

The People stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 
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Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always.  

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 

  

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good 

things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in 

us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth 

in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Collect             The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
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Prayers of the People Form I (Page 383)  

Sunday, Aug 30, 2026 

Deacon or other leader 

 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, 

saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 

In the Diocese, we pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons. Pray 

for the life, witness, and ministry of Deacon David Pendleton 

Oakerhater (Sept. 1); pray for Campus Ministries and he students 

they serve; for the National Association of Episcopal Schools. 

Pray for all students and teachers. In the Anglican Communion, 

pray for The Church in the Province of the West Indies. Let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Sarah, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding 

Bishop; Mariann, our Bishop; and for all the clergy and people, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the President of the United States; the Congress of the United 

States; the Supreme Court; that their hearts and minds will be led 

by a Spirit of love and compassion that comes from a deep 

devotion to Christ our Lord. We pray for Wes, our Governor; 

Angela and Chris, our Senators; and the leaders of the nations, 

and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this city (both Forestville and District Heights), for every city 

and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom 

and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the 

sick and the suffering, including: Charles Copeland (brother of 

Carmen Copeland) Alfred Anderson, (Husband of Lisa Anderson); 

Carolyn Armstrong, (Deacon, Diocese of Maryland); Maureena 

Jane Francois (mother of Stacey Francois-Bascombe), Avery, Jewel 

Henry, Elwood & Lisa Henry, Matthew & Kimberly Louers, Alyssa 

White, Owen Wilkins, Patricia Jackson, Catherine West, (family 

& friends of Faith Louers); Wendy DalMolin (congregation 

member); Norma Payne (mother of Ann Wheeler); Cherie Black 

(sister of Darlene Nielsen); Golda Gaskin (congregation member); 

Claudia Bassler; Jean Gill (congregation member); Charlotte 

Gibbs (congregation member); Florence Burt (congregation 

member); and Lillian Smith (congregation member); let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and 

care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all 

the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our own military personnel: Kenneth Hubbard, Omega Marks, 

Emmanuel Staples-Bloom, Festina Hume-Dawson, Janine 

Hume-Dawson, Brittany Hume-Dawson, Eddy Cooper, and 
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Andre Cooper; for deliverance from all danger, violence, 

oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and 

without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

(Leader may add an appropriate reference to the sermon if applicable) 

In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and 

one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence 

The Celebrant concludes with a suitable Collect. Pages 98 - 101 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

Announcements 

Birthday and Wedding Anniversary Prayers 
 

Please make your pledge and offerings now:                           

using the email address  epiphanyforestville@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:epiphanyforestville@gmail.com
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Offertory Hymn LEV 136 “I Have Decided To Follow Jesus” 

 

1  I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back! 

 

2  Though no one join me, still I will follow, 

Though no one join me, still I will follow, 

Though no one join me, still I will follow, 

No turning back, no turning back! 

 

3  The world behind me, the cross before me, 

The world behind me, the cross before me, 

The world behind me, the cross before me, 

No turning back, no turning back! 

  

The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

Prayers: 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole  body of 

your faithful people is governed and sanctified:  Receive our 

supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 

members of your holy Church, that in their  vocation and ministry 

they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving 
 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 

give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made.  We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above 

all for your immeasurable love  in the redemption of the world by 

our Lord Jesus Christ;  for the means of grace, and for the hope of 

glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 

service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 

all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Closing Song H 680 “O God Our Help In Ages Past.” 

1  O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

2  Under the shadow of thy throne 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

3  Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

4  A thousand ages in thy sight 

are like an evening gone; 
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short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

5  Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

they fly, forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the opening day. 

6  O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guide while life shall last, 

and our eternal home. 

Closing Prayers & Benediction 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Then may be said 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

The Officiant then concludes with one of the following 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and  

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14  
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

          The Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE. 

 

NEW Announcement: Attention Full-Time College 

Students 

The Scholarship Fund Committee is accepting 

scholarship applications until Sunday, August 30, 2026. If you are 

a full-time college student enrolled with a minimum of 12 credit 

hours for the 2026 Fall semester, you are eligible to apply for the 

scholarship. All the requirements and details are stated in the 

application. 

 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY:  Do you have a 

birthday, anniversary, or special milestone coming 

up? The Fellowship Ministry invites you to share 

your joy with the church community! If you would like to host a 

Fellowship Hour after service to celebrate your special day, please 

sign up in the blue binder downstairs. Let us know the date and if 

you plan to bring a specific refreshment or treat to share. Thank 

you for helping us sweeten our time together! 
 

FOOD BANK:  The committee is still collecting non-perishable 

food items or cash contribution to continue the food pantry 

ministry that has now taken off. If you wish to drop food 

items, please call Cheryl Maxwell and someone will be 

present at the Parish Hall to receive food items. For cash donation 

please indicate in the memo column of your check or envelope or 

make direct contribution through e-giving.   
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Stream pre-recorded services on our  Youtube 

channel  @epiphanyepiscopalchurch507. 

 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK: Stay connected with the 

church and your friends by following us on our Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/Epiphanyforestville. 

 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE & CALENDAR 

Sept 6 The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 9:30am 

Sept 13 The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 9:30am 

Sept 20 The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 9:30am 

Sept 27 The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 9:30am 

 

Serving Today  

Sunday, August 30, 2026  

First Reading/Psalm      Erline Vaughan 

The Epistle    Gloria McKnight 

 Prayers of the People    Gloria McKnight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Epiphanyforestville
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Birthdays 

 

Mrs. Thomasine Lyles 9/5 

Mr. Ricardo Lyles 9/6 

Mrs. Golda Gaskins 9/7 

Mrs. Lynne Tyler 9/7 

Ms. Dia Smith 9/9 

Ms. Omega Marks 9/10 

Ms. Alethea Long-Green 9/13 

Ms Rodecia McKnight 9/15 

Ms. Desiree Parker 9/25 

Mr. Brandon James 9/26 

 

Wedding Anniversary 

Stewart & Alethea Thomas 9/26/20 

Kirk & Darlene Nielsen 9/30/78 
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Mission Statement 

Epiphany Episcopal Church exists to connect people to God and 

one another through Ministry and Service. 

_____________________________________________________ 

Parish Staff 

Mrs. Corrine Archibald     Parish Administrator 

Ms. Lorraine Nue           Cemetery Administrator 

Mr. Claudius Smith                    Organist 

 

Office Hours: 9:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.,  

Monday – Friday 

Except major Holy Days and Civil Holidays 

 

Vestry 

Randy Maxwell     Senior Warden 

Ricardo Lyles    Junior Warden 

Cheryl Maxwell   Treasurer 

Janet Walker   Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Faith Louers   Kirk Nielsen 

Gloria McKnight   Avis Watts 

Maurice Fox  

 


