
Epiphany Episcopal Church 
Diocese of Washington 

3111 Ritchie Road 
Forestville, MD 20747 

First Sunday of Advent (Year B) 
 November 29nd, 2020 

The Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of Washington 
 The Rev. Prince Decker, Rector 

9:30 A.M. (RITE II) 
To Participate call at 9:25am: Free Call Number 

1-301-715-8592, then enter 3282285640# listen for prompt and go straight to 
136951#  

Or   Join Zoom Meeting - Check your email message for the live link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3282285640?pwd=bjZhMUhtclNtRkJJMFREZXI5dng1QT09   

Meeting ID: 328 228 5640 Password: 7TdyBW 
Please do not use both link and phone number because it will be very 
static or noisy. Mute link line of phone when not speaking and if you 
wish to sing or if you are in a very busy area. 

Opening Hymn H- 59:  "Hark A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding" 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. 
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say; 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day." 

2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
From earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 

3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heaven; 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all to be forgiven; 
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4 so when next he comes with glory, 
And the world is wrapped in fear, 
May he with his mercy shield us, 
And with words of love draw near. 

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
To the Father and the Son, 
With the everlasting Spirit, 
While unending ages run. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle: 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent and we will light the Candle of Hope. Hope is like a light 
shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of this candle we celebrate the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. 

Leader: Let us pray:  
All: Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God. Help us in preparing to celebrate 
his birth, to make our hearts ready and to place our hope in you. Help us today and every day 
to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will by sharing your hope with others. We 
ask it in the name of the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant & People 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison                    L-237 

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
Have mercy upon us.

The Celebrant says to the people 

   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
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Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 
your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil to make your 
name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you 
did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those 
who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you 
are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do 
not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are 
all your people. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

       
The Psalm for this Sunday is Psalm 80. We will read it responsively by half-verse, breaking 
at the asterisk.  

 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
        shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

The Collect 

First Lesson          Isaiah 64:1-9

The Psalm        Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
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2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.* 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my 
God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in 
every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you 
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Epistle                1Corinthians 1:3-9
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Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn H-66: “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” .

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us, 
Let us find our rest in thee. 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the 
time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Hymn H-66 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” v3-4 

The Gospel    Mark 13:24 - 37
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3. Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4. By thine own eternal spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all sufficient merit, 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Sermon          Pastor Prince 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People Form VI 
The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
We pray for first responders, those who do menial work, construction workers, teachers, chefs, 
pilots and air hostess and hostesses. For all people in their daily life and work. 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
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We pray for  Donald, our President, Joe, the President elect and Kamala the Vice President 
elect;  the Congress and Senate of the United States; the Supreme Court; Larry, our 
Governor; Angela, our County Executive. We pray for all heads of states and their 
government; that they may be lead to wise decisions and right actions for the good of 
their citizens and for good relationship between nations; for this community, the nation,  the 
world; 
For all who work for jus.ce, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the vic.ms of hunger, fear, injus.ce, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger; for first responders and men and women who fight for the safety of 
others, we pray for our military personnel: Kenneth Hubbard, Jay    Lemon, Omega Marks, 
Emmanuel Staples-Bloom & Festina Hume-Dawson.  For the special needs and concerns of 
this congregation; for the sick and shut-ins: Larry Sweeney; Azante Williams (sister of D’Marco 
Murray); Jean Gill (congregation member); Consuello Chapman (congregation member); Charlotte 
Gibbs (congregation member); Brenda Murray (congregation member); Florence Burt (congregation 
member); Stephanie Sharp (family of Thomasine & Ricky Lyles) and Akil Jackson (friend of 
Thomasine & Ricky Lyles); Lillian Smith (congregation member); Nancy Murrell (congregation 
member) and Nikki Wilkins-Jones (congregation member); Andre’ Jones (Cousin of Lauvinia Alston) 
Lauvinia, (congregation member) for those in sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
In the Anglican cycle we Pray for the Lusitanian Church (Extra-Provincial to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury) The Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral - Bishop of the Lusitanian 
Church. In the Diocesan Prayer cycle we pray Diocesan Latino Ministry, Samaritan Ministry 
of Greater Washington, Diocesan Ordination Service (December 5) Pray for those who are 
being ordained. We pray for the Clergy: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop, Mariann, our Bishop, Chilton Knudsen our Assisting Bishop, and Prince, 
our Rector. For all bishops and other ministers. 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence 
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The People may add their own thanksgivings 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 
your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
  Silence may be kept. 
  Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
The Priest stands and says: 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements/Birthday and Wedding Anniversary Prayers 

E-giving: https://giving.ncsservices.org/dl/?uid=ncs-2031 or go to the webpage 
epiphanyforestville.org. Click on Worship and scroll down and look for Tithes and offerings 
can be made through this link: Click Here 

Offertory Hymn “The Doxology” 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
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Hymn LEV-2 “Behold Your God” (Please prepare your table) 

Oh thou that tellest good tidings to Zion,  
Oh thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem,  
lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up don’t be afraid;  
Behold, your God! 
Arise, and shine for light of the world is come 
Behold your God 

Silence 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharis)c Prayer A 

The Celebrant says: 

   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold 
his appearing.  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are now pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer    
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be said 
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Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant & People 
Lord I am not worthy for you to come under my roof: but only say the words and my soul shall 
be healed. 

The Celebrant says: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Hymn L - 151 “One Bread, One Body”  

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no more. 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all. 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one for all. 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 
serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The Blessing & Dismissal 

 Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Closing Song L-184 “Blessed Assurance”  
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Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Refrain: 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
 Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain: 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. Refrain: 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

First Sunday of Advent     

!!!!!!!!! 

Bible Study: Phone in Bible Study will take place on Wednesday at 7:30pm. Zoom or zoom 
call # 1-301-715-8592, then enter 3282285640# listen for prompt and go straight to 

136951#  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3282285640?pwd=bjZhMUhtclNtRkJJMFREZXI5dng1QT09   

Meeting ID: 328 228 5640 Password: 7TdyBW 
For Wednesday Bible Study read through Sunday’s readings. The zoom link will be sent with 
the Bible Study outline. 

United Thank Offering: Thanks to all who have given to the support of the UTO which is a 
ministry of the Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church. 
 
Scholarship Sunday: Today, November 29th is Scholarship Sunday. Please make a donation to 
the Scholarship Fund to support deserving students for the fall semester next year.  
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Christmas Party: Please note that because of the Coronavirus the annual Christmas Party is 
cancelled. 

Food Bank:  The committee is still collecting non-perishable food items or cash contribution 
to continue the food pantry ministry that has now taken off. If you wish to drop food items 
please call Alethea Long-Green/Cheryl Maxwell/Wendy DalMolin and someone will be 
present at the Parish Hall to receive food items. For cash donation please indicate in the memo 
column of your check or envelope or make direct contribution through e-giving. Thanks. 

Parish Vacancies: Please join us in wishing Thomasine Lyles a hearty congratulations on her 
planned retirement in September.  We are most appreciative for all that she has done in service 
to Epiphany as Cemetery Manager, Property Manager, alternate Parish Events Coordinator, and 
Administrator.  We will be recruiting for 2 part-time positions: a Cemetery and Property 
Administrator, and a Parish Support Staff/Events Coordinator.  If you or someone in your 
network are interested in applying for either position, please forward the resume and a letter of 
interest to Rev. Prince Decker, prince_decker@verizon.net, 301-379-8951. 

Annual Parish Meeting: By a decision of the Vestry that met in an emergency Vestry 
Meeting, it was agreed that the Annual Meeting be postponed for December 6th, 2020 after the 
worship service. Please note that if you chair a committee of the church you should submit a 
report for the meeting. Send reports by email to epiphanyforestville@gmail.com.   

Social Time: Please stay connected after the service if you want to catch up and have some fun 
time. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  
November Birthdays                                         

Mr. Ethan Gaskin  11/13 
Mrs. Andrea Green…………….. 11/28 
Mr. Cecil Griffith………………. 11/29 
Ms. Bola Johnson  11/18 
Mrs. Gloria McKnight…………. 11/24 
Ms. Lillian Smith………………. 11/11 
Brandon Tyler …………………. 11/24 

Anniversaries 

Serving Today Sunday, November 29th, 2020 
First Reading/Psalm  Ms. Areanna Cole & Eleanor Alston 
The Epistle  Ms. Thierry Robertson 
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Prayers of the People  Ms. Lorraine Nue 
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